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+ + WASHINGTON~The ardor of the U.§.-
iraell relationship is beginning to cool and
Yhe Jewish state may find it more difficyjt
;d get all that it wants from Washing-
on.

: i The two nations’ deep-rooted ties wij]
€emain strong, but recent events and some
thanges on the horizon Suggest that a
golden era in American-Israelj relations is

with the Arabs, to hard-liner Yitzhak Sha-

]

ir, who many Americans view as far less

aftractive,
cie The recept capture of a U.s. intellj-
nce worker operating as a Spy for Israe]

lechnology. Tsrael handleq these_matte I

and embarr: many of j
WE h
.+ * U.S. budget austerity that likely wil}

Produce resentment toward Israel as it de-
fends its position as the largest recipient
of American foreign aid.

" “You could argue that from the time®
Mr. Peres became prime minister (in Sep-
tTmber 1984) to early this year was a rea]
high point in U.S.-Israelj relations,” says

t0 help Peres gain strength, They genu-
inely preferred him to the alternatijve and
Wished him syccess. " But, he adds, “‘As we
get further into this year, it's clear that
things have peaked.”

Limits to Estrangement

. Nobody expects a precipitous decline ip
U.S.-Israeli relations. Most experts say
‘there is a floor below which this partner-
ship cannot faj), It is formed in part by
certain structures in Place, such as a free-
trade zone agreement, strategic military
cpoperation, and Israel’s éagerness to par-

ticipate in the U.S, Strapeglc Defense Inj-

states currently are at a |ow ebb.

' But the cooling in the American-Israelj
relationship shows itself in subtle ways.
. In December, for example, the Senate
Appropriations Committee reversed ijts
earlier approval of $531 million in extra
economic aid for Israe), The decision re-
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Spy Case, Budget Restraings Presage
Cooling of the U.S,-Israel; Love Affair

flected budget pressure on the panel, but
there also was -unstated discomfort about
pushing the measure in the aftermath of a
highly publicized esplonage case involving

pleaded guilty to espionage charges.

““Things that are baq news have an ef-
fect on the mind set of the Israelis and oth-
ers in terms of what they’J! ask for and
fight for,” S3ys a pro-Israel member of
Congress. ““When_you're reeling from em-
barrassing €xposures you naturally trim
your sails on those things that are on the
margin and aren't vital.”

Some Israel Supporters worry that the
downward trend could accelerate when

Israel's coalition agreement. Mr. Peres's
Labor Party accepts the notion of trading
territory for peace with its Arab neighbors,
but Mr. Shamir's conservative Likud bjoe
opposes plans to relinquish control over the
disputed West Bank of the Jordan River,

Negotiating Partner

So far, there has been little pressure on
srael because Jordap's King Hussein
asn't been able to find a willing Palestin-
ian partner for Negotiations with Israe].
But if King Hussein succeeds in his effort
to find an alternative to the recalcitrant
Palestine Liberation Organization, Israe]
could be presented with a proposal that
Mr. Shamir would be likely to reject.

“The return to power of Shamir wil)
raise once more important questions about
the West Bank and relations between [s-
rael and the Palestinians, " predicts Geof-
frey Kemp, a Middle East analyst at the
Carnegie Endowment for Internationa)
Peace. “The honeymoon we've enjoyed
with Peres, during which strategic cooper-
ation bloomed, may indeed be over,” he
adds.

At the same time, the espionage cases
have made pro-Israeli Americans nervous,
Last week, the U S, began an investigation
into charges that Israel illegally acquired
U.S. technology to huilg cluster bombs,
There have been several other similar incj-
dents during the past year, including the

rael devices that could be used in nuclear
weapons. Moreover, there have been criti-
cisms by U.S. officials that Israe) hasn't
fully cooperated in the investigation of the
Pollard case.

for Israel, following a period of extraordi-
narily close relations with the U.S. “People
are nervous because there are too many
{bad) headlines and because Shamir just
isn’t going to be too attractive," says a
Senate aide.




